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1*  This  report  pertains  to  the  sighting  of  an  unidentified  flying 
object,  sinilar  in  structure  to  the  so-called  "Flying  Discs,"  by  Captain 
G.  B.  EET7AHDS,  pilot.  Captain  THSECli  C.  F3HH37ACH,  co-pilot,  and  1st  Lt. 
JOIDI  H.  VAN  S.-UiTEN,  passenger,  of  C-45  type  aircraft  en  route  froa  Pope 
Air  Force  Base,  Fort  Bragg,  North  Carolina  to  Bolling  ;j.r  Force  Base, 
Tfashington,  0*  C* 

2.  Captain  G.  B.  EIT7ABDS  and  Captain  THSRC!;  C.  FEHHEVACH  v.ere 
interviewed  on  30  January  1950  in  tlieir  office,  Rooa  1C  1066,  National 
Defense  Building,  Washington,  D,  C.,  and  gave  in  substance  the  foUowdng 
information  concerning  the  incident: 

a*  Ch  Tuesday,  24  January  1950,  tvhile  en  route  from  Pope  Air 

Force  Base,  North  Carolina,  to  Bolling  Air  Force  Base,  Washington,  D.C*, 

in  C-45  type  aircraft  No.  7122,  Captain  TH3R0N  C.  E2HnS7«CH  was  first  to 

notice  the  unidentified  C.ying  object.  F2HH2V.4CH  stated  that  the  C-45 

was  pursuing  a course  of  approxlnatsly  26°  at  5,000  ft.  when  he  first 

noticed  the  object  slightly  to  the  left  of  the  course  and  about  2,000  ft. 

hi^er  at  a distance  of  5 to  10  niilos  from  the  C-45*  Tha  object  was 

^proxioately  7,000  ft*  just  above  the  top  of  the  cloud  level  which  was 
at  this  time  approxixaately  a 5/10  cloud  coverage.  It  was  darker  than 

the  clouds  aod  easy  to  distinguish  as  not  being  a cloud.  When  first 

noticed  the  object  was  pursuing  a course  between  and  above  two  rather 

large  cloud  banks,  which  were  estimated  as  being  two  miles  apart.  The 

object  moved  from  the  left  cloud  to  the  right  cloud  tTdca  and  never  at 

any  time  did  the  object  show  any  radius  of  turn.  It  moved  to  a stop 

and  proceeded  back  again  ?ith  a fine  horizontal  movement,  at  no  time 

varying  vertical  in  an  aosent  or  descent  rmtlon.  At  this  time  Captain 

FJlh'R37.%CH  showed  the  Jir.conventionol  aircraft  to  Crwtain  3DT.-JID3  who 

imniediately  alterad  his  co'mrse  soms  6 degrees  and  clLhasd  to  ?,C00  ft. 

to  be  horizontally  on  the  same  level  as  the  object.  The  C-45  pursued 

the  object  at  approximately  160  miles  per  hour  v.ith  a 20  mile  tail  wind. 

C-45  at  no  time  co’old  overtake  the  object  and  at  all  timss  it  seemed 
to  stay  between  5 to  10  miles  directly  in  front  and  at  the  sanB  lersl  as 
he  G-45.  At  this  time  FSHPET.'iCH  I:ad  the  passenger,  Lt.  Van  S;uj7IN,  view 
e object.  Thn  object  then  seened  to  ILsappeir  in  front  nf  tl.-.-.n  \j  in- 
eajtn2  its  soaed. 


The  entire  actiou  thaj  fa.-  raoortel  look  ,p  no;; 
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After  a odnute  and  a half  the  object  7>aa  again  sighted  at  the  saoe 
distance  ($  - 10  miles)  at  approximately  35  to  45  degrees  to  the  right 
of  the  course  pursued  by  the  0-45*  The  object  then  came  back  to  a point 
Iramediately  in  front  of  the  C-45*  Before  asauming  this  course  the  object 
seenBd  to  oseiUate  to  the  right  and  left,  a distance  seendng  to  be  about 
one  or  one  and  a half  distance  of  its  width*  T%en  assuming  the  course  it 
appeared  to  disappear  directly  in  front  of  the  C^5  by  increasing  its 
speed  until  it  was  inrisible.  The  entire  incident  took  place  in  approxl- 
mtely  15  minutes*  Captain  FT2HHS7ACH  and  Captain  ED*7A?a)S  stated  that  they 
had  been  airborne  eoiae  35  or  40  minutes  or  approximately  1650  when  they 
first  sighted  the  object.  These  t'/vo  pilot  officers  further  volunteered  the 
following  information: 


(1)  The  object  vas  clearer  when  first  noticed  than  at  any 
time  during  the  follovdng  15  minutes  that  they  could 
focus  on  it.  The  unconventional  aircraft  appeared  to 
be  hemispherical  or  spheroid  in  shape  of  approximately 
200  to  250  ft.  in  diameter.  The  object  appeared  to  be 
flat  on  the  bottcwi,  but  this  is  further  explained  that 
the  bottom  half  of  the  sphere  could  have  been  obscured 
due  to  a black  trail  which  appeared  to  follow  the  ob- 
ject* Tills  black  trail  appeared  to  be  ttree  to  fbur 
times  as  long  as  the  object  was  in  diarceter  precipitating 
at  the  end  of  the  smolce  trail.  (l-2i  minutes  precipitation 
rate)  At  no  time  during  the  vievdng  of  the  object  was  it 
possible  to  determine  the  actual  structure.  The  block 
trail  was  very  pronounced  at  the  bottom*  As  proclained 
by  Captain  ED7iUliD3,  the  object  looked  like  an  oversiaed 
parachute  with  a large  black  object  hanging  below  It* 

The  smoke  trail  -would  lag  behind  the  object  no  matter 
^diich  direction  it  moved* 

(2)  The  atmospheric  conditions  were  as  follows: 

(a)  The  free  air  temperature  was  15  to  13  ctegrses 
centigrade, 

(b)  There  was  approximately  5/10  cloud  coverage. 

(c)  The  visibility  was  practically  ^irlL'uted  up  to 

a haavy  haze  that  was  pronounced  in  ti»  vicinity 
of  the  noontains  v«st  and  south  of  the  course 
pursued  by  thfl  C-45. 

(d)  The  sun  was  at  aooroxiajataly  220  to  230  degrees 

from,  lir.a  of  flight,  .it  "’-is  ti.rs  it  wes  1 
huge  red  ff—sj  not  throvdng  Tr.y  rayo. 

In  the  direction  of  the  sun  it  appeared  to  be  quite 
hazy* 
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(3) 


(4) 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


(«)  !Io  contrail  or  vapor  trail  othar  than  the  tlack 
anoke  was  observed. 


object  caintained  a fine  smooth  r.ovesent  Yhich 
appeared  to  be  capable  of  speeds  frora  nothinj  to  more 
than  300  miles  par  hoar.  It  coved  vdth  and  against 
the  rrlnd  at  vdll  and  could  not  have  been  miotaken  for 
a cloud,  meteor  or  cslestrial  planet.  Due  to  the 
speed  maintains  d by  the  C-/1.5  the  object  could  not 
have  been  sore  sort  of  aerostatic  lift  or  it  would 
have  been  overtaken. 

The  only  tactics  or  maneuvers  noticed  were  horizontal 
and  at  one  time  oscillating. 

In  reference  to  the  support  the  object  could  have, 
according  to  FlilHPJIVACH, resembled  vjhat  possibly  the 
B-35  (the  flying  wing)  would  have  looked  like  from 
astern  at  the  same  distance. 

It  is  noted  that  Captains  ID7AHDS  and  FIHIGViiCK  insist 
that  the  C-43  ^vas  never  at  any  time  close  enough  to 
determine  the  structure,  support,  propulsion,  lights, 
sound  or  actual  shane  of  th^e  object. 


Captain  ED'.TaHDS  stated  the  incident  occurred  in  the 
area  cf  BLackstone,  Virginia,  or  appro:dcately  37® 
5*11-78®  it’^. 


3»  On  34  Januaty  195O  1st  Lt.  JOHN  H.  Vlli  SAIvClJ  was  interviewed 
regarding  his  observation  of  the  unccnventicnal  aircraft  on  24  January 
1?50»  The  interview  took  place  in  the  office  of  SAIiTHN,  Room  IB  373, 
ICationai  Defense  Building,  Washington,  D.  C.  It  VAiJ  prepared  an 

iznsignad  statement  concerning  his  observations.  This  statement  is  inserti 
as  a faatter  of  record  into  this  report  and  states  as  follaws:  • 

a.  ”Cn  Tuesday,  24  January  1950,  I returned  to  Washington  D.C. 
from  Temporary  Duty  at  Ft  Bragg.  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina  by  catching 
a transient  Air  Force  .drci'aft  (c-45)  at  Pepa  idv  Force  Base  Travelling 
to  Boiling  /dr  Force  ? 


"After  apnrojimately  45  minutes  flying  time  from  Pope 
v.hile  at  5,000  feet  altitude  and  1645  hours  the  co-pilot  called  my  atten- 
tion to  what  at  first  I asso.osd  to  be  another  aircraft  which  I could  have 
esttriated  to  be  4C  riles  distant.  There  v.cre  no  clouds  in  our  iome^ate 
vicirlty  t<nd  tUe  air  vrao  clc.-r,  ;.o./e*^6rj  nv^r  tlia*  01  t/.j  Ap^-aaachsn 

’':3*-^tuin  range  to  our  lift  front,  f:'.i  dlrectlou  ir,  ..hi;h  this  wbj;ct 
s«^n,  there  were  billowy  ’white  clouds.  Tlie  object  was  over  tnece  clouds. 
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.kTt^r  •.atcLini  it  for  several  sdr.utss  it  raoved  approxicAtely  12  dagreea 
*o  *.*»  l«ft  v«r7  rapidlj'*  Than  it  saacad  to  be  travelling  directly 
a-.vay  froa  us  vid  disappeared  into  the  clouds.  Several  cdnutes  later 
it  reappeared  approxiraately  30  degrees  to  the  right  of  the  spot  '.vhere 
it  disappeared,  although  at  a seemingly  greater  distance  a-.vay  from  us* 
it*  stayed  a?»hile  -.lithout  novtng  to  either  side  and  then  I lost 
sight  of  it.  I did  not  see  it  again  although  I kept  a sharp  watch. 

TThen  the  object  aoved  it  seei&sd  to  wiggle  slightly  although  at  that  dis- 
tance it  was  barely  visible.  There  '.vas  no  evidence  at  any  flaae. 


**1  cannot  describe  it 
luess  as  to  uhat  it  actually 


accurately  and  will  not  venture  any 
I would  not  say  it  r;aa  not  a;»ther 


aircraft  of  a new  type  although  It  seemed  much  to  large  at  that  distance 
for  a conventional  type  aircraft.” 

b.  In  addition  to  the  prepared  unsigned  statement,  Lt.  VAK 
S.iiiTlK  volunteered  the  foHovdng  information: 

(1) 


(2) 


object  could  not  have  been  a cloud,  meteor, 
celestrial  planet  or  aerostatic  lift. 

Sstimated  the  distance  between  the  object  and  the 
C-A5  &s  ^ miles;  with  altitude  of  5»000  ft*  and 
directly  horizontal  .dtb  the  C-43* 


(3)  Sstimated  the  tics  in  sight  to  have  been  15  minutes. 


(4) 


Tbs  appearance  of  the  object  was  definitely  a dark 
sphere  shaped  solid  body  v-dth  no  apparent  wings, 
stabilizers  or  other  means  of  support.  The  distance 
bet'><een  the  object  and  the  C-45  ^as  to  great  to  deter- 
mine the  constractica,  propulsion  or  sound. 
i^tas  quite  certain  tnere  was  no  smoke,  contrail  or  vapor 
trail  Isft  by  the  object. 


(5) 


stated 


Conesming  the  tactics  or  maneuvers  7AN 
that  the  object  v.-as  a fine  smooth  coving  craft  viiich 
at  all  times  seemed  to  horizontally  remain  at  the  same 
altitude  and  was  at  one  instance  noted  as  oscillating, 
and  v.as  definitely  evasive  in  that  the  C-45  could  not 
overtake  it . 


if.  It  is  noted  that  immediately  after  the  incident  Captain  3iTT.'J©3 
ra'iioed  (VH?)  Blackstone,  Virginia  and  ande  inquiry  of  the  control  tower 
operator  if  ariy  report  had  been  made  of  the  unidentified  aircraft.  '.Then 


t 
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inToroied  that  thsra  had  b<»en  no  othar  reports^  and  M'han  cudrled,  SD'.?ARD3 
indicated  that  he  did  not  wi^  to  report  the  incident  through  AA3S* 


5*  In  relation  to  the  three  officer  observera  the  following  infor- 
siation  is  offered  to  aid  in  evaluatins  the  credibility  of  their  statecents: 

a.  Pilot  of  C-45  aircraft  — 


(7) 

(8) 


Naine  of  Observer  - Captain  G.  B.  Edvtards 
Address  - 755  Barley  TTalk,  Falls  Church,  Va. 
Occupation  - Flying  officer 
Place  of  Business  - Statistical  Control,  US;iF 


M 1C  1066 

National  Defense  Building 
Tfashington,  D.C* 

Pertinent  hobbies  - Claims  flying  as  a vocation  and 

avocation. 

Ability  to  detaraine  - Trds  officer  has  been  flying 
for  several  years  as  a Coabat  Flying  Officer  ard  other- 
wise, as  such,  has  been  accustomed  to  conventional  modes 
of  aviation,  climatic  conditions  and  normal  observations 
from  the  air. 

Reliability  of  observer  - The  past  flying  experi^ice 
and  evidence  indicating  that  the  observer  is  not  an 
opportunist  or  glory  hunter  substantiates  his  reliability. 
Degree  of  fatigue  and  duration  of  flight  attime  of  sight- 


ing in  cases  where  observer  is 


The  aircraf 


bad  been  airborne  appro:dmately  UO  minutes  when  the 
object  vms  sighted.  The  turbulence  ;vas  mild  and  the 
flying  conditions  rjere  good.  There  was  no  indication 
that  at  that  time  of  day  should  the  ds  server  be  suffering 
from  some  other  fatigue,  (sleepiness,  hangover  etc.) 


b.  Co-Pilot  of  C-45  aircraft  — 

(1)  Name  of  Observer  - Captain  Theron  C.  Fehrevach 

(2)  Address  - Box  770  Lee  Boulevard,  Falls  Church,  Va. 

(3)  Occupation;  Flyir.g  Officer 

(if)  Place  of  Busir^ss  - Statistical  Control,  USAF 

Km  1C  1066,  Katicnal  Defense  Bldg. 
TTashington,  2.C, 

(5)  Pertinent  Hobbies  - Flying 

(6)  Ability  to  deteraine  - This  officer  has  bean  flying  for 
several  years,  as  a combat  flyiag  officer  and  other/.ise, 
as  such,  has  been  accustomed  to  conventional  modes  of 
aviation,  climatic  conditior-s  and  normal  observations 
fi^Ou.  the  air. 
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(7)  Reliabllitjr  observer  - The  past  flying  experience 

and  evidence  indicating  that  the  observer  is  not  an 
opportunist  or  a glory  hunter  substantiates  hla  relia- 
bility. 

(8)  The  degree  of  fatigue  concerning  this  observer  Is  the 
same  as  indicated  fcr  Captain  SDT7ARDS  in  par  $a(3)» 


c*  The  passenger  of  C-45  aircraft 


(7) 

(3) 


of  Observer  - 1st  Lt.  John  H.  Vein  Santen 
Address:  1211  N.  Pitt^  Apt  33i  <U.exandria,  Va» 
Occupation  - Officer,  U.  S.  /uray 
Place  of  Business  - Amy  Coxirier  Service,  Rm  IB  878, 

National  Defense  Bldg.,  'Tash.,  D.C. 
Pertinent  Hobbies  - None 

Ability  to  determine  - Has  flov/n  at  least  one  v.*eek  out 
of  every  month  for  the  past  year.  Receives  non-rated 
flyir*  pay. 

Reliatdlity  of  observer  - This  officer  is  very  sincere, 
conscientious,  and  observing. 

The  degree  of  fatigue  conceming  this  observer  is  the 
same  as  indicated  fcr  Captain  SD^TAHDS  in  par  3^(8). 


6.  TIb  Intexvie'ned  officers  appear  to  be  very  sincere  and  mature. 

Each  of  them  seem  to  have  had  enough  flying  hours  to  be  amply  trained  in 
observation  and  description.  It  is  further  noted  that  the  officers,  although 
ccopei-ative  in  discussing  the  incident,  .-.•ere  rather  reluctant  to  initiate 
the  report  themselves.  This  beir%  accredited  to  recent  opinion  both  pro  and 
eon  by  various  individuals  through  popular  ncT^papers  and  magazines.  Each 
of  the  three  officers,  Tfhec  queried  as  to  Tvhether  cr  not  they  had  read  or 
v.er«  Ln.?luaiced  by  an  article  witten  by  EEEHCS  ;diich  appeared  in  the  28 
December  19^f9  issue  of  Ttue  Hagazine,  stated  that  they  nob  read  the 
article  nor  were  they  influenced  by  the  public  opinion  of  the  article. 


Agent,  U3i\F 
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